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20 July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of another school year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a truly 

remarkable year across Graffham CE Infant School and Duncton CE Junior School. 

When I look back over the past twelve months, I am struck by how much our children have achieved and how 

many wonderful experiences they have shared together. Our schools may be small, but they are filled with 

opportunities, ambition and a real sense of community. 

Throughout the year, children at both schools have enjoyed a rich curriculum full of memorable learning 

experiences. From outdoor learning in the beautiful South Downs National Park to educational visits, sporting 

events, performances and enrichment activities, our pupils have embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm 

and curiosity. Graffham's Wild Wednesdays continue to be a highlight of the week and Duncton’s Forest school 

sessions at Coopers Moor have been greatly enjoyed, helping children develop confidence, resilience and a deep 

appreciation of the natural world.  

One of the most exciting opportunities at Duncton this year was our involvement in the Downscape project, 

which enabled children to celebrate and explore the unique landscape and heritage of our local area. The 

creativity and pride shown by the children throughout this project was wonderful to see and hear through their 

poetry and songwriting. 

We have also celebrated the arts in many ways this year. A particular highlight at Graffham was seeing our 

children's work displayed as part of an art installation in Chichester Cathedral. It was a proud moment for the 

school and for the families who were able to see the children's creativity showcased in such a special setting. 

At Duncton, the Year 6 residential visit to Marchant’s Hill was undoubtedly one of the year's standout moments. 

Children challenged themselves, developed their independence and created memories that will stay with them 

for years to come. Whether tackling adventurous activities, supporting one another or simply enjoying time away 

together, they represented the school brilliantly and demonstrated many of the qualities we seek to develop in 

our young people. 

Sport has continued to play an important role in school life, with children participating in competitions, sports 

days and a wide range of physical activities throughout the year. We are proud of the determination, teamwork 

and sportsmanship shown by all pupils. 

There have also been many successes in the classroom. At Graffham, we were particularly delighted that our Early 

Years outcomes from 2024/25 were recognised as being amongst the strongest in the county, reflecting the 

commitment of staff and the fantastic start that our youngest children receive. Our focus on reading, writing and 



 

A small school filled with curious minds, big hearts and happy voices 

 

mathematics continues to ensure that children are well prepared for the next stage of their education.   We also 

received a brilliant Ofsted report, following our inspection in May, which recognised what a wonderful school 

Graffham is and awarded us the strong standard for our early years provision. 

This year has also been one of exciting development for our federation. We have successfully established our own 

wraparound childcare provision, providing greater support for families and creating new opportunities for 

children before and after the school day. This has been a significant undertaking, and I am grateful to the staff 

who have worked hard to make it possible.  

We are equally excited about the next stage in our journey. From September, we will begin working with Chefs 

in Schools as we move away from our previous catering arrangements and start a new chapter in school food. 

This project has been driven by a desire to provide freshly prepared meals using high-quality ingredients and to 

further enrich children's understanding of food, nutrition and healthy lifestyles. I know many families are looking 

forward to this exciting change. 

As we look ahead to September, we will also see some changes to our staffing teams. At Graffham, we will be 

saying a sad goodbye to Mrs Wadey, who has been a wonderful addition to our school community and has 

supported the children she has worked with so skillfully and compassionately. We thank her for everything she 

has contributed and wish her every success for the future. We are also delighted to welcome Laura Pinder as our 

new Head Chef and KT Woodman as our Kitchen Assistant as we begin our exciting partnership with Chefs in 

Schools. At Duncton, we are pleased to welcome Thalia Fox to the team as a SEND Teaching Assistant, and we 

look forward to the valuable contribution she will make to supporting our children and families. 

Behind all these achievements lies the dedication of an exceptional staff team. Their care, commitment and belief 

in every child is what makes our schools such special places. I would also like to thank our governors, volunteers, 

FGD members, church communities and all those who support us throughout the year. 

To our Year 2 pupils moving on to Duncton and to our Year 6 pupils preparing for secondary school, we wish you 

every success in the next stage of your journey. You leave us with many happy memories and we are incredibly 

proud of all you have accomplished. 

Finally, thank you to all our parents and carers for your continuing support. Strong relationships between school 

and home make such a difference to children's success, and we are grateful for the trust you place in us every 

day. 

On behalf of everyone at Graffham and Duncton, I wish you a wonderful, restful and well-deserved summer 

holiday. We look forward to welcoming you back in September for another exciting year of learning, friendship 

and achievement. 

With warmest wishes, 

Charles Beckerson 

       

 

 
 


