
 

 

DUNCTON CE JUNIOR 

SCHOOL 

Tel : 01798 342402 
E-mail : office@dunctonjunior.org.uk 

 

FEBRUARY 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

GRAFFHAM CE INFANT 

SCHOOL 

Tel : 01798 867324 
Email : office@graffhaminfant.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

   

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome back to school after the half term break.  I hope you had a lovely time with your families, despite the 

weather which was generally wet and miserable!  With any luck, we will begin to see some signs of Spring 

appearing very soon.  The children have come back full of energy and enthusiasm, and it’s been wonderful to see 

them all again. 

Next Thursday is World Book Day and we look forward to the children coming to school dressed as their favourite 

book characters – you never know, I might well be dressed up as a book character too! 

We look forward to seeing you next week at our parents’ consultations where we will be pleased to discuss your 

child’s learning and wellbeing with you. 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

Warm regards,  

Charles Beckerson 

 

House Points Update  

OAK  BIRCH ASH WILLOW 

523 574 501 567 
 

Wrens   

This month Wren class have been busy learning all about the Lunar New Year. We decorated our classroom 

with red and gold and set up lots of activities which would help to immerse the children in this important 

tradition. We cooked a stir fry together and tasted new foods like seaweed, prawn crackers and fortune 

cookies. We looked and learned about the story about the zodiac 'The Great Race' and children ordered the 

animals from first to last place.  

 

A few weeks ago we joined in with the rest of the country to find out what birds we could see in our garden for 

'British Bird Watching week'. The children managed to spot robins, crows, blackbirds, blue tits, pheasants and 

many many pigeons! We were also very lucky to have an expert on hand, Nick (Soli's Daddy). Through Nick we 

had the opportunity to look at different parts of owls, goldfinches, blue tits and many more birds! The children 

were excellent at looking and asking questions about the birds and we talked about the important features 

that make a bird.  

 

Over the next few weeks we are going to start learning about growing. If any of you have any spare compost 

we would be very grateful to receive this so we can get going with our planting! Let's hope the weather 

improves. Have a lovely weekend everyone! 
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Kingfishers 

Over February the children in Kingfishers continued to show their enthusiasm for the Australian topic we 

covered, producing some great writing, exhibiting some excellent geography language and generally being 

very curious learners! Everybody has come back from half term ready to learn and we're so grateful to see the 

sun over our school finally! We've had a fantastic start to this term with a great Wild Wednesday this week and 

some brilliant art being created. We're also going to be starting our new book - 'Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish' 

this week which I am personally really looking forward to. A strange letter as arrived in the class and hopefully 

the book will shed some light on things... 

            

    
 

Kestrels    

Our classroom has been buzzing with excitement this month as we’ve delved into the world of the Romans. 

The children stepped into the shoes of Iliona from The Journal of Iliona, Young Slave to write their own diary 

entries, and they produced fantastic posters on everything from Roman baths to the mighty Roman army. One 

of the most memorable moments was watching the children practise real Roman battle formations with their 

shields! 

In maths, we’ve been tackling multiplication of three‑digit numbers and sharpening our times‑tables skills. Our 

science lessons have focused on sound—how it moves and how our ears help us hear. We’ve also launched a 

new computing topic on animation, which the children are already enjoying. 



   

 

   

 

We’re excited to begin our next big adventure with our new topic, London’s Calling. 

     

 

Peregrine Class        

Peregrines have had a busy and inspiring few weeks, learning, creating and exploring in many exciting ways. 

Spotlight on Digital Safety and AI Awareness 

As part of Internet Safety Week, we explored the world of artificial intelligence—discovering how it works, 
how it can be used responsibly, and how to recognise potential online risks. Thoughtful discussions took place 
around the importance of protecting personal information, and staying safe in our rapidly evolving digital 
world. 
 

Creative Homework Projects  

We have shared a wonderful range of creative homework projects. From imaginative videos and artistic 
masterpieces, models and digital presentations, children explored Climate Change and Internet Safety with 
originality and insight. Inspiring ideas and thoughtful solutions. 
 

Year 6 School Council Members 

Members of the Year 6 School Council enjoyed an innovative and enlightening visit to Seaford College. The day 
focused on mental health awareness and the vital role pastoral care plays in wellbeing. Pupils returned with 
new understanding, fresh ideas, and an even stronger commitment to supporting one another within our own 
school community. 
 

Celebrating the Lunar New Year 

Peregrines explored the vibrant celebrations of the Lunar New Year—this year marking the Year of the Horse. 
Pupils collaborated on dynamic performance poetry before crafting their own reflective and imaginative Lunar 
New Year poems.  

Forest School for Year 5 

Year 5 continue to enjoy their Forest School sessions. With great enthusiasm, they have created detailedmaps, 
designed shelters, shared stories, and deepened their understanding of natural habitats. Their growing respect 
for the outdoor environment has been wonderful to witness. 

            

   



   

 

   

 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY PLANS AT GRAFFHAM WORLD BOOK DAY PLANS AT DUNCTON 

We are getting very excited about World Book 
Day which is on Thursday 5th March and have 
lots of fun activities based around books for the 
children to enjoy. We would like to invite all of 
our families to come into school from 8.45-9.15 
am first thing in the morning to share stories 
with their children in class.   
 
On the day children are welcome to come 
dressed as their favourite book character and 
bring along a book they love. We will also be 
holding a book swap during the day, so please 
send your child in with a book they can 
exchange.  
 
If you have any questions about any of the above 
please come and chat to us on Monday. Have a 
lovely weekend. 
 
From Graffham Staff 

For World Book Day on Thursday 5th March, we 
invite all children to bring a shoebox into school. 
Children are welcome to come dressed as their 
favourite book character and bring along a 
book they love.  

Throughout the day, we’ll be celebrating stories, 
imagination, and the joy of reading. We will be 
holding a book swap during playtime, so please 
send your child in with a book they can exchange.   

Parents are also welcome to come into school and 
read with their child at 3.10pm.  

 

Thank you 🙂  

From Duncton Staff 

 

Social Media 

We have been working hard on boosting Graffham and Duncton Schools social media presence on facebook and 

instagram this week.  If you don’t already, please follow us to see what we have been doing in school this week:   

             www.facebook.com/graffhamandduncton 
  

             www.instagram.com/graffhamanddunctonschools  

  

             www.instagram.com/sjearlyyears 

 

🎶  Supporting Music at Duncton School 🎹  

We are excited to share that our piano teacher, Annette Mathias, is running a half marathon on 29th March to 

raise money to purchase new keyboards for Duncton School. The new keyboards will enhance our music lessons 

and give pupils even more opportunities to develop their musical skills and confidence.   

If you are able to support Annette in this challenge, please visit our JustGiving page to donate: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/annette-mathias-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA 

Every contribution, no matter the size, will make a real difference and is hugely appreciated. 

Thank you for supporting our school community and cheering Annette on! 🏃‍♀️ 🎵  

http://www.facebook.com/graffhamandduncton
http://www.instagram.com/graffhamanddunctonschools
http://www.instagram.com/sjearlyyears
https://www.justgiving.com/page/annette-mathias-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA


   

 

   

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:                                                                                

¶ CHICKEN & GUINEA PIGS WEEKEND HELPERS still needed at Graffham – please enquire via Graffham 

office and get your name on our new rota. 

¶ WILD WEDNESDAY Volunteers –  Kingfishers would like to take more walks off site on a Wednesday 

afternoon but we need more Yr 1/2 parent volunteers to make this happen.  We would love to hear from 

you if you can help?  Again, please contact the office for more details.    

     

 
 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who bought books at 

our Scholastic Book Fair in the Graffham School hall 

before half term. Thank you also to the wider church 

community who bought some books for the school. 

We loved seeing your children so excited and 

enthusiastic about the fair. 

The book fair was a huge success with £925.38 worth of 

books being sold over the week! 

Every book sold at the fair helped the school earn 

Rewards, so we now have £462.69 to spend on free 

books and resources for our classroom and library.  

Watch this space for more exciting news!  

 

 



   

 

   

 

   

 

A MESSAGE FROM ELLIS RISSIK (Yr 6) 

Thank you everyone for buying my cakes. I raised 

£102.40 and all the money is going to charity, to 

help homeless veterans.  

 A big WELL DONE to Ellis.  What an amazing 

achievement. 

 

 

 

Important updates about Chichester District Foodbankôs Kids Lunch Packs scheme 

We wanted to share an update with you about some changes at Chichester District Foodbank and, most 

importantly, to reassure you that support is still very much available for families who need it. 

The Kids Lunch Packs scheme will no longer continue in its current form. However, families can still 

access emergency food support through the Foodbankôs main service. This offers greater flexibility and a 

wider range of help, and is available throughout the year, not just during school holidays. 

What support is available? 

Chichester District Foodbankôs emergency food parcels provide: 

✔  Support all year round 

 ✔  Collection from their Chichester foodbank centre three times a week, or from Selsey Methodist 

Church once a week. Delivery for residents in Midhurst and Petworth 

 ✔  Three daysô worth of emergency food for the whole family, not just school-aged children 

 ✔  Access to additional essential items when needed, such as nappies, hygiene products, and pet food 

How to access food support 

To receive a food parcel, a referral is needed. You can get one: 

Å Through the school by contacting the school office: Graffham ï 01798 867324 

office@graffhaminfant.org.uk or for Duncton ï 01798 342402 office@dunctonjunior.org.uk, or 

 Å By calling: 

¶ Chichester District Council: 01243 785166 

¶ Citizens Advice: 0808 208 2138 

mailto:office@graffhaminfant.org.uk
mailto:office@dunctonjunior.org.uk


   

 

   

 

The foodbankôs commitment 

Chichester District Foodbank remains committed to supporting anyone facing an immediate crisis. 

Alongside emergency food, they can also help connect you with other services that may offer longer-term 

support. 

If you have any questions or would like to speak to the foodbank directly, please donôt hesitate to get in 

touch: 

Email: info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk 

 Phone: 01243 7746787 

Please reach out if you need support, their friendly team is here to help. 

 

Opportunities for pupilsé 

 

   

 

Holiday Activities ï Monday 30 March to Wednesday 1 April   

Covering Bognor Regis, Crawley, Horsham and Worthing, we have a wide selection of exciting workshops 

lined up for young people aged 8-16 year olds including Rap & Lyric Writing, Play In A Band, Music 

Production & DJ-ing, and The Enchanted Cinema Interactive Soundtrack.  

FREE places area available for those in receipt of free school meals and everyone gets a free meal at 

lunchtime.  Find out more here. 

  

LPO Overture Day for orchestral musicians ï Thursday 2 April 

Weôre delighted that, Hub partner, London Philharmonic Orchestra will be running their annual Overture Day 

on Thursday 2 April at Worthing High School, South Farm Road, Worthing, BN14 7AR. 

The LPO Overture Day is a free orchestral skills day for young people aged 10-15 who are playing orchestral 

instruments at a Grade 3-8 standard. Participants play alongside LPO musicians, get tips on musicianship and 

find out what happens behind the scenes of a professional orchestra.   

For more details and to apply, go here.  

 

 

 

mailto:info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk
https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/holidayactivities/
https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/event/lpo-overture-day/


   

 

   

 

          

               



   

 

   

 

    

 

    


