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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It’s wonderful to start this newsletter by sharing some great news – this year’s work on both school roofs has 

now finished! There will be a second phase at Graffham in the summer of 2026 to complete the job. Thank you 

for your patience and support during the works.  

Over the past few weeks, we’ve had some truly special moments in our schools. Our remembrance services 

were deeply moving, and we are so proud of the children for the respect and thoughtfulness they showed. At 

Duncton, Year 6 led the service beautifully, delivering a poignant recital of Flanders Fields alongside their own 

original poetry, which was both heartfelt and inspiring.  

We are also delighted to share that we’ve recently had two very positive monitoring visits from the local 

authority. Their feedback was extremely encouraging.  They were impressed with the quality of teaching and 

learning across both schools, which is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our staff and pupils.  

As we look ahead, the festive season is fast approaching, and we can’t wait to celebrate together. Highlights 

include the Graffham Nativity, the Duncton Christmas Carol Concert, and the Christingle services in both St 

Giles Church and Holy Trinity Church. These events are a wonderful way to bring our community together and 

reflect on the joy and meaning of Christmas.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to seeing many of you at these upcoming 

celebrations.  

Warm regards,  

Charles Beckerson 

 

 

House Points Update  

OAK  BIRCH ASH WILLOW 

190 267 221 200 
 

 

Visit from our local MP today at Duncton 
 

This morning, we had a visit at Duncton from our local MP, Andrew Griffith.  

He came and presented Clemmie with a prize as she was a runner up in his 

Christmas card competition.  Well done Clemmie – we are all very proud of 

you.  Andrew Griffith enjoyed hearing from the children about their learning 

as part of parliament week including debating whether homework and school 

uniform should be banned and he was very impressed with the children’s 

singing of our Graffham and Duncton song. 
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🎄🎄🎄Looking ahead to December @ both Schools🎄🎄🎄 

Tuesday 9th December  Duncton Piano Recital 9.15am  If your child has lessons with Annette at Duncton, please come 
along and join us. 

Tuesday 9th December  Duncton Christmas Lunch & 
Christmas Jumper Day 

All Lunch orders need to be in by Thursday 27th November.  
Please book via ParentPay. 

Wednesday 10th 
December 

Graffham Christmas lunch & 
Christmas Jumper Day 

All Lunch orders need to be in by Thursday 27th November.  
Please book via ParentPay. 

Thursday 11th December Graffham Nativity @ 1.30pm Book your tickets now via school office. FGD will be serving 
refreshments before at the Church and after the performance 
in the school hall until 3.30pm. 

Note the School minibus to Duncton & Drawing club will run as 
usual at the end of the day. 

Friday 12th December Graffham Nativity @ 4pm Book your tickets now via school office. FGD will be serving 
refreshments before at the Church and after the performance 
in the school hall until 6pm.  

Note there will be no After school club at Graffham on this 
day. 

Tuesday 16th December iRock Concert at Duncton 
School 2.30pm 

All iRock families invited 

Wednesday 17th 
December 

Duncton Carol Service @ 
5.30pm 

This will start at 5.30 but FGD will be serving refreshments 
from 5pm  

Thursday 18th December Duncton Christingle Service @ 
9.15am 

All parents/carers welcome  

Thursday 18th December Graffham Christingle Service 
@ 2.30pm  

All parents/carers welcome 

 

 

New Minibus! 

Some of you may have noticed that we have a new minibus. This was 

purchased with funding from WSCC. As well as being much newer and 

shinier than our old bus, it also has disabled access. The old minibus has 

gone to a good home at an afterschool club in Loxwood.  

 

 

Wrens  

November has been a busy month in Wren class. We have remembered all of the people who have died in wars 

around the world by making poppies for our church service with Rev Vivien and we paid our respects and 

visited Sydney's grave who was a soldier who fought in World War 1. This week we were lucky to have a visit 

from the RNLI. The nursery children joined us for an active and interesting workshop on staying safe in the 

water. The children participated in dressing up as lifeguards and they used role-play to act out a scenario in 

an inflatable boat. We have continued to enjoy our wild Wednesday sessions outdoors, despite the rain and 

cold weather spells we are having. We have been on walks, collected leaves, made mandalas, drunk hot 

chocolate and made mud paint to create cave paintings. 



   

 

   

 

 

We have been working really hard with our phonics this half term and have begun to learn about digraphs 

(two letters that make one sound) in words e.g. sh, ch, th, nk, ng. Our children have amazed us with their 

amazing blending of cvc words and many have begun to have a go at writing words independently! In maths 

we have been continuing to subitise and are now moving onto counting 3-5 objects accurately. We try to make 

this lots of fun by counting a variety of objects we find everywhere, particularly outside!  

 

The children's creativity skills continue to blossom as we explore making leaf bowls and clay pots for 

Christmas time. Every child has shown amazing commitment when immersed in their clay work and they have 

all taken their time to make their clay pots look beautiful! We have also started rehearsing our nativity for 

Christmas and we look forward to showing  you our production in December. Hopefully the children have been 

coming home and giving you a taste of the songs they will be singing. A huge thank you to all of you that 

continue to bring in contributions of flour for our daily fresh sourdough and fresh vegetables and fruit for our 

snack table. You are very generous. Have  a lovely weekend everyone 🙂 

 

        
 

Kingfishers  

This month has flown by in Kingfishers. Amid the nativity practice, playing in the snow and endless wet plays 

we've also done lots of really challenging learning. The children have all treated each other with their usual 

kindness and consideration and been really engaged in some lovely mindful wild 

Wednesdays as well as watching some grade A chain-sawing from Neil taking the 

old climb-a-round down!  

They've shared everything there is to know about the Titanic and made sure our 

school has been full of wonderful singing. The children's excitement for Christmas 

is palpable with December just around the corner and I can only apologise for the 

amount of decorations, cards and general Christmas craft about to make its way 

into your homes like an avalanche!   

       

 

 



   

 

   

 

Kestrels  
Our Kestrel class topic kicked off at the start of this half term, exploring the book 

‘Where my wellies take me’ by Clare and Michael Morpurgo. In class we have been 

learning about human geography including our own personal geography. This week 

the children took learning outside the classroom and created their own happiness 

map and key of the school grounds.  

 

In English, we have been exploring our new story ‘The Happy Prince’ by Oscar 

Wilde. The children relished in the opportunity to explore precise verbs through 

role play on the school grounds.  

 

Mathematics has seen us working with place value counters to strengthen our understanding of column 

addition. We’ve also been busy identifying and naming polygons, while investigating the properties of 

triangles and quadrilaterals. 

 

In art the children have been looking at portraits, creating sketches of peers 

and creating their own versions of Quentin Blake’s self-portrait, displayed at 

the entrance to our classroom. 

In computing, we have been developing our touch‑typing skills using Purple 

Mash — a valuable skill for the future! 

Science has been especially fun this term! We explored solids, liquids, and 

gases, and even created “oobleck” — a fascinating non‑Newtonian fluid that 

behaves like both a 

solid and a liquid. 

 
           
 

 

Peregrine Class News – November Highlights 

What an exciting and busy month it has been in Peregrine Class! 

Remembrance Reflections We began the month with thoughtful discussions about 

Remembrance. The children explored why this annual commemoration is such an 

important part of our history and community. Each pupil wrote a personal reflection, 

expressing gratitude and respect for those who served and sacrificed. These pieces were 

heartfelt and deeply meaningful. 

A real highlight was our school Remembrance Service, led by Year 6. They shared their 

reflections with the whole school and parents, creating a moment of unity and remembrance. It was a truly 

poignant occasion 

Maths We’ve been diving into division - starting with short division and then tackling the challenges of long 

division. It hasn’t always been easy, but the children have shown fantastic perseverance and problem-solving 

skills! 

History & Art Our journey through Ancient Greece continued as we explored religion and the Ancient 

Olympic Games. Inspired by myths and legends, the children have started an art project creating their own 

Chimeras - fantastical creatures full of creativity and imagination. 



   

 

   

 

English In English, we’ve been writing and illustrating our own storybooks, inspired by the beautiful 

illustrations from the book The Height of the Sky and the Depth of the Lake. We can’t wait to share these with 

Kestrel Class soon! Meanwhile, The Odyssey continues to captivate us as Odysseus faces new adventures and 

drama on his journey home. 

RE Our RE lessons have focused on Christianity and the birth of Jesus, thinking about traditions and 

celebrations that bring communities together. 

Music Festive cheer has arrived! We’ve started practising for our Carol Service on Wednesday 17th 

December - the classroom is already filled with music and excitement. 

Forest School Year 6 are loving their sessions at Coopers Moor, embracing all kinds of weather! From 

exploring habitats and creating maps to building waterproof dens and crafting autumn artwork, it’s been a 

wonderful way to celebrate this colourful season. We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents that 

support us at forest school. 

Computing In computing, we’ve been designing interactive quizzes - choosing 

questions and adding visuals to make them fun and challenging. 

UK Parliament Week This week, we joined the nationwide UK Parliament 

Week. The children learned how our country is governed, explored the 

workings of Parliament, and discovered more about our local MP, Andrew 

Griffith. Discussing political parties, elections, voting, democracy and even 

experiencing law-making through a lively class debate! 

Bikeability Year 6 have also taken part in Bikeability sessions, developing their 

cycling skills on the roads around school. The West Sussex instructors were 

impressed with their thoughtful questions and careful listening. 

As the term continues, excitement is building for Advent and Christmas 

celebrations. We can’t wait to share more festive moments with you soon! 

                 

 

School Absences  

Pupils are only in school for 190 days each year, this leaves 175 other days for holidays and other 

activities. 90% attendance is the same as a day off every fortnight and is designated "persistent 

absence" by the authorities 

Absence for holiday - barring exceptional circumstances - will never be authorised 

If you do have a holiday coming up please ask for a withdrawal from learning form in advance from 

the school office. 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

SCHOOL PHOTO’S 

 
Your Free Delivery Period is Ending on 1/12/2025 

For your Individual shoot on 20/10/2025. You can still order after 1/12/2025, but a delivery charge will apply.  

To View and Purchase your Images  

1. Login/Create your account - https://www.imagophotography.co.uk/account/login 

2. Add your images in the Add Gallery Tab, using the gallery details on your contact sheet 

3. View, select your favourites and order your images by selecting your shoot from My Library tab. 

4. Press Create Order to order 

Gallery Logins Details  

Your gallery details will be on your low res contact sheet(s), which your child should have brought home from your 

School. 

FOR LOST / NOT RECEIVED GALLERY DETAILS  

Click here and enter your Safeword and your details.   We will then add your gallery to your account for you. 

For Graffham School - Safeword/code for your Individual shoot on 20/10/2025: GFSDLD*W25  

For Duncton School - Safeword/code for your Individual shoot on 20/10/2025: DJSHHB*W25   

Alternatively, your School has a master-list with all gallery details. 

Kind Regards, Imago 

If you have any questions or need any help please contact us on the details below; 

Tel: 01252 728457 | Email: enquiries@imagophotography.co.uk 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Please take a look at our website  https://graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk/ 
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