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Friday 9" May 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

[ hope you enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend - it was lovely to see so many of you at the Lodsworth
fete last Sunday.

This week has been really great at both schools. We have held VE day celebrations with singing and tea
parties, games at Graffham and lovely readings from the children at Duncton. We would also like to say
a special thanks to FGD for providing the children with cupcakes at both schools and our huge thanks
goes to Laura Davies who provided us with an amazing food parcel for each child at Duncton which they
really valued.

Next week, at Duncton, our Year 6 children will be taking their SATS tests and we wish them all the best
for this. Also, there will be visits to Slow Grown Farm for Graffham school on Tuesday and for Years 5
and 6 on Friday.

It seems the weather will be getting a bit warmer again this weekend so I hope you all have a lovely
time outside in the sunshine!

Charles Beckerson

Important Bus Information

We have decided to make some slight changes to our protocol around children taking the minibus
between the two schools. When children arrive at Graffham in the afternoons, we would remind all
parents/carers to collect their children from inside the school gates near to the school reception.
We would also like parents/carers to sign that they have collected their child, as they would do
following attendance at a school club. The same goes for Duncton - when the children arrive in the
car park, we would like parents to sign that they have collected their child before they take them
home. If parents/carers are not there when the bus arrives, a member of staff will sign the child
into school where they will, of course, be looked after until somebody arrives to collect them.

e School Photos The contact sheet for the school photos has been sent home last week, to get
your FREE delivery to school please place all orders by Menday-12*-May-
EXTENDED TO WEDNESDAY 14t MAY
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Next Week

Monday 12" May Year 6 SATs Week
Tuesday 13t May Year R, 1 & 2 to Slow Grown Farm, Graffham Letter has been sent home. Please
return your consent slip if you haven't
already done so.
Friday 16" May Year 5 and 6 to the Slow Grown Farm, Graffham Letter has been emailed out this week
Future Dates
Monday 19t May Year 4 to the BIG SING at Parklands School Chichester —in

the school minibus 9-12

Monday 19" May Cricket Coaching Sessions with Petworth Park Cricket Club
Graffham AM, Duncton PM

Wednesday 215 May Jungle Rumble Drama Workshop with Perform for Schools
-Year R, 1 & 2 Only

Thursday 22" May Year 5 and 6 Visit to Tangmere Aviation Museum Information to follow

Thursday 12t June Duncton Sports afternoon at Duncton school All parents welcome

Friday 13% June Graffham Sports afternoon @ Graffham Rec All parents welcome

Thursday 19t June Transition Morning 1 — New Reception Intake for Sept’25 - | More details to follow
9.30 - 11.30am, followed by Parent Talk

Thursday 19%" June Year 5 to MRC for Y5 Sports day. Parents to drop and More details to follow

collect from MRC, please share lifts wherever possible

Monday 23rd June INSET DAY

Wednesday 25th June | Transition Morning 2 - New Reception Intake & current More details to follow
Year 2s to start at Duncton School

Wednesday 25 June Year 6 Leavers Service @ Chichester Cathedral 10.30am All Y6 Parents are invited to come along
to this service

Wednesday 2" July Transition Morning 3 — For ALL children More details to follow
New Reception Intake & current Year 2s to start at
Duncton School

Friday 18" July Summer performance for all children @ Duncton 5.30pm | Please put this date in your diaries

*New dates/additions are in GREEN

Reminders / Important Notices

e Please can all children bring a filled water bottle and a hat to school in this hot weather, they can
also bring suncream to school to top up during the day.
We do ask that children do not share suncream due to allergies.
e The grass area at the front of Graffham school is now open for children to use after school. We
do ask that you watch your children carefully please, especially now the trees are in leaf, so no
swinging from the trees please.
e We are always grateful for any food donations for the Guinea Pigs at Graffham. Any type of
vegetables/salads would be wonderful, but their favourites are red peppers,
cauliflower leaves & carrots - thank you.




e There is a funeral at St Giles Church in Graffham next week on Thursday 15" May at 2.45pm.
Parking at the school will be very limited as we have been told that the funeral will be well
attended. Please can ask everyone who is able, to park at the Recreational Ground and walk
up to the school on this day please. We will remind you again about this next week.

Wrens Class Years R and 1
This week we have been learning and thinking about why we celebrate VE Day. We've listened to veterans’ stories
about the war, learnt some war songs, made Union Jack flags and learnt about why we mark this day as such a
victorious occasion. A big thank you our FGD team for buying cakes for the whole school for us all to enjoy.

We've continued to learn about teen numbers, adding to 20 and counting on in maths. On Wild Wednesday our
reception children made nature inspired spheres and year one children dissected plants. We also discovered a
nest of bees in the long grass and when researching their colours online, we think they may have been early
bumblebees or blaeberry bumblebees %@

Kingfisher Class Years 1 and 2

This week in Kingfisher the children have done some great learning in the writing, reading and maths. Many of the
children have exhibited fantastic independent and self-directed learning with the promise of earning marbles
towards the new whole class reward. They had a great Wild Wednesday with Year 1 dissecting plants and Year 2
creating some collages using their own microphotography pictures. On Thursday everyone really enjoyed
celebrating VE day through song and playing old fashioned games outside but they also asked some fantastic
questions about the Second World War, clearly curious about the history of their and neighbouring countries that
their friends and teachers are from.




Kestrel Class Year 3 and 4
This week was a short week but a fun week in Kestrel class, in French we are learning about animals, in Maths
we are learning about analogue and digital clocks and fractions.

On Thursday for VE day, we all came in red, white and blue, in English we learnt about the events of VE day and
either wrote a diary entry or made a poster, some of us read our diary entry to the school in assembly, we then
had a tea party and had a bag with everything you would have had during the war.

We also have our new spellings which we have been practicing really hard.

Peregrine Class Year 5 and 6

We have been working out the value of angles based on the rules of
different shapes and lines. We began to learn about the Maya Civilisation,
who lived in Central America 2000 years ago. They built fascinating

pyramids and painted them red to represent blood, as they believed they
were alive. They were places of worship to the Gods. Football was a sport
dedicated to the Gods.

In music we are exploring different instruments and collaborating
to create and compose our own piece of music representing rivers.

On Thursday it was VE Day. In the morning we spent time looking
at photographs from 1945, listening to Winston Churchill’s speech
and interviews with veterans and their memories of VE Day in
1945.

We wrote our own poetry, diary entries and letters home from
soldiers. Some people later shared their writing in our VE Day
Assembly, this made us feel aware that although it was a
celebration and everyone was so relieved the war was over, for many people

| My Great-Grandad was catted Jack. He was a

it was a sad day because of family that had died. At Midday we held a two baker and owned his own bakery in a town

called Crediton, Devon. During WW2 he was

sent to the battlefield, not to fight, but to cook

minute silence, in our class, to reflect and remember. forshe sokdiers, HoFad e sl srsths

soldiers were well fed and had enough energy
to fight for our country. In his honour my mum

Thank you so much to Laura (Noah’s Mum) for providing individual brown e made us sl 4 o e 8

bags full of food children would have eaten in 1945. There was fruit and i
vegetables, bread, jam, honey and butter, an Anzac biscuit and raisins. A
lucky ladybird and VE Day sticker. This made our picnic very authentic. Noah

o T

World War 2 Children's Packed Lunches |8

read a memory about his Great Grandfather who had cooked for soldiers on B ot eyl stz | |
ingredients were rationed. In your lunch bag you have;
the battlefield. Thank you to FGD for the cupcakes to help us celebrate. Whito bread with butter, am and honey '
What a spectacular afternoon of remembering. o
Homemade Anzac biscuit.

The children had water, milk or fruit squash to drink.

Peregrine Class Celebrations and Congratulations
Rosie has been offered a part in Anna Karenina at Chichester Festival Theatre, beginning in July this year.
Maud’s sculpture of Nelson Mandela has been accepted into the Royal Academy’s Summer Art Exhibition.
Toby has received a football award for a tournament final.
Have a happy weekend and good luck to Year 6 for SATs next week.



Would you like to learn the Guitar? Marco comes to Duncton on a Friday \ 7
morning for individual lessons, a space has now become available. If your childis

e
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7
interested, please contact help@sarahhewlett.co.uk for more information.

Would you like to help look after Mavis & Buttercup one weekend?

If you would like to help look after the chickens at Graffham one weekend, then come and get your name on our
new rota. Slots are filling up fast —we only have 3 slots left!! A BIG thank you to Leo Marks and his family who
helped last weekend.

Please email Sonya in the Graffham school office if you would like to be added to the rota during June or July.

LEGO CLUB

Trail blazing time travel is our theme this month and the children were tasked with building time
travelling machines!

Well done to Noah for a super interesting and intricate build, Ben and George for great team building,
Alexsander and Giovanni for both putting together amazing builds! Jack did a time travelling bed and
Eddie went large with 3 baseplates and an intergalactic time travelling space ship!

Well done all!

Cake Raffle
Slinky the Caterpillar made a comeback at Graffham today. Thank
you to the D’Qvidio family (Eddie in Year 2) for bringing it in with
you today.

The |ucky winher was Jack Walsh. Well dohe Jack — we wonder,
which bit of Slinky will You eat first?

Thank you Fi Douglass (Woody Y3) for bring these delicious Chocolate
brownies into Dunhcton, the lucky winner who is going to be enjoying
them over the weekend is William Foster.



mailto:help@sarahhewlett.co.uk

Reverend Vivien writes:

| complimented the children on their red, white and blue clothes in assembly today and brought a beautiful wreath
of red, white and blue flowers to show. | said this wreath has been made to celebrate the anniversary of VE Day and
is going to be taken to the Graffham and East Lavington war memorial today. This is the special place for respectfully
remembering the soldiers or sailors or airmen who fought or died in wars. The children knew where it was. |
explained we are doing this to show respect. Respect is good. Respect means paying attention to what is important,
making time to do this, listening carefully to what the important thing is about. Thinking carefully about what the
important thing means. Then, once we have made time, and listened carefully, and thought carefully about it, doing
what we can and what we should.

The children knew the important thing for us to be respectfully paying attention to today is that 80 years ago, a big
war in Europe ended. Soldiers and sailors and airmen had been fighting to stop a bad thing happening. When they
won, people celebrated.

You are helping us remember by respectfully wearing special red, white and blue clothes, the clothes of our
country’s flag. The person who made this wreath is helping us remember by respectfully making something beautiful
and very peaceful to put on our war memorial. Putting up flags is also part of respectfully remembering.

Respectfully remembering reminds us that we don’t like people fighting and what happens when people fight and
get hurt. Jesus says love one another. Everyone should be listening to this, but sometimes they don’t. It reminds us
to do everything we possibly can, to stop war happening again. It allows us to celebrate peace which means people
can be safe again. We can celebrate peace in our country today. It encourages us to think of people in other
countries where there is still fighting, who are hoping for a Victory Day that hasn’t come yet and pray for peace and
justice for them.

Dear Lord, Thank you for times to show respect for important things, to pay attention and listen carefully and think
carefully about what they mean. And for this respect to show us how to do what is right, as we remember when
people fought and still fight in wars and pray for peace. Amen
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WIN A WEEKEND WITH TILLY &
NORA ON THE 6TH-9TH JUNE!
ENTRY £5 PER TICKET

Organised by FGD with all funds going back into the schools

Celebrating
( Faith

Look out for...

O farmnILY

Comp

Friday 11 to Sunday 13" July 2025
Join us for a weekend of fun, worship and family time!

Don't miss out on the opportunity to come together with
other families from across the diocese. We will gather in the
heart of the beautiful South Downs National Park to enjoy
a weekend of fun activities and adventure, combined with
worship and family time.

Designed primarily (but not exclusively] for families with
primary school aged children. The weekend will start on
Friday afternoon and finish at lunchtime on Sunday.

The cost of the weekend is £25 per person® (under 5's free)
including two evening meals and use of all the Stedham
Campsite and Outdoor Centre facilities.

For more information about the weekend and how to
book tickets, speak with your church leader or visit:

.cal inafaith.co.uk DIOCESE OF
www.celebratingfaith.co.u CHICHESTER

* Bursaries may be available for disadvantaged families

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY
FOR A SEPTEMBER START

Mini Explorers
Graffham

Where Early Education Begins

Funding available

At Our Nursery School, we provide
a nurturing environment for
children aged 0-5 years. Our
curriculum focuses on early
childhood development through
play, exploration, and guided
learning, setting the foundation
for lifelong learning.

@ 07435116151 © Miniexplorersgraffham@outlook.com




