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Friday 23rd May 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of the first half of the summer term, I want to thank everyone for their continued support 

and positivity. It’s been a steady and purposeful few weeks, and we’re proud of how the children have approached 

their learning with focus and determination. The calm, caring atmosphere across both schools has been clear to 

see, and it’s a credit to the way our staff, children, and families work together. 

I would like to say how wonderful it has been over the past two Fridays to see FGD present the new playground 

toys to the children at both schools.  They are thrilled with them and their playtimes will be even more fun now 

that they have arrived.  The volunteers in FGD work so hard organising fundraising events and activities for the 

schools and I would like to thank every parent/carer for your generous donations which make a huge difference 

to our children. 

Thank you to all our families for the part you play in supporting your children and our schools. As we break for 

the May half term, I hope you all enjoy a restful and refreshing week, and we look forward to welcoming the 

children back soon for the final half term of the school year. 

Best wishes, 

Charles Beckerson 
 

After Half Term 

Thursday 5th June  Bags of Support Collection Day Don’t forget to have a clear out over 

half term & raise funds for FGD! 

Friday 6th June Jane Evea Art Workshop ready for a Pop-Up Art Exhibition 

Graffham in the morning - Year 1 & 2s ONLY                        

Duncton in the afternoon - Year 5 & 6s ONLY 

Please come to school in OLD own 

clothes that you don’t mind getting 

stained as we will be using inks on this 

day.  Alternatively, a large long-

sleeved adult shirt would do.  

Future Dates 

Thursday 12th June Duncton Sports afternoon at Duncton school All parents welcome  

Friday 13th June  Graffham Sports afternoon @ Graffham Rec  All parents welcome 

Thursday 19th June Transition Morning 1 – New Reception Intake for Sept’25 - 

9.30 - 11.30am, followed by Parent Talk 

More details to follow 

Thursday 19th June  Year 5 to MRC for Y5 Sports day. Parents to drop and collect 

from MRC, please share lifts wherever possible 

More details to follow 

Monday 23rd June INSET DAY  
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Wednesday 25th June Transition Morning 2 - New Reception Intake & current Year 

2s to start at Duncton School 

More details to follow 

Wednesday 25th June  Year 6 Leavers Service @ Chichester Cathedral 10.30am All Y6 Parents are invited to come 

along to this service 

Wednesday 2nd July Transition Morning 3 – For ALL children  

New Reception Intake & current Year 2s to start at Duncton 

School 

More details to follow 

Tuesday 15th July  iRock concert @Duncton School 2.30pm  iRock parents invited 

Friday 18th July  Summer performance for all children @ Duncton  5.30pm Please put this date in your diaries 

*New dates/additions are in GREEN      
 

Reminders / Important Notices 

• Unfortunately, we have not reached the numbers for Lego club to continue for the 2nd half of the 

summer term, we hope to welcome Amy back from BRILLIANT BRICKS in September. 

• We have a small number of cases of Chicken Pox at both schools. Please be extra vigilant across 

both schools as we do have sibling connections across our schools. 

• We are always grateful for any food donations for the Guinea Pigs at Graffham.  Any type of 

vegetables/salads would be wonderful, but their favourites are red peppers, cauliflower leaves & 

carrots - thank you. 

• Unfortunately, we have another couple of cases of Nits at Graffham.  Please can we ask everyone 

to check (and treat if necessary) your children's hair over the half term break.  Thank you. 

 

 

Wrens Class Years R and 1    

We've had such a busy week in wren class! We began the week with a taster session of cricket led by Petworth 

cricket club. It was then world bee day               where we learnt about how we can become a bee friendly school. Our 

plan is to dig a section in our garden and to plant wildflowers for the bees to enjoy. We're just waiting for the 

ground to soften after the rain and then we can dig it over. If anyone has any spare compost we would be very 

grateful for a donation. Our wild Wednesday was spent making dandelion soup with reception children and year 

ones went on a wild walk. Lastly on Thursday we had a fabulous drama workshop with the company perform 

which the children found so enjoyable.  

All of the team in wren class wish you all a very happy half term        

        
     

 



   

 

   

 

Kingfisher Class Years 1 and 2     

This week Kingfisher have worked together and supported each other wonderfully as they worked towards 

half term. They've stayed on track with their learning around fractions and time, writing about fairy tale 

villains as well as creating beautiful art and learning some new songs. Everyone really enjoyed their morning 

of cricket as well as the drama workshop they took part in too. Wild Wednesday was a great afternoon too 

and the added excitement of the storm at the end of the day topped things off! I hope everyone has a brilliant 

and restful half term and we're looking forward to seeing everyone for the last half term of the year in a 

week.  

          
 

Kestrel Class Year 3 and 4  

In Kestrel class this week, Year 4 went to the Big Sing in 

Chichester, there were six schools in total. First we did a 

warm up then we sang the song 'Follow the Heron Home', 

which we have been learning in school and learnt to sing in 

harmony. We then sang 'Three Little Birds' by Bob Marley 

using sign language. We all had a great time! Year 3 had 

new spellings and have learnt about fractions and money 

in Maths. This week we had double P.E. with Matt and Joe,  

we have been practising for Sports Day. We also had great 

fun with Thomas and Kira who came into school to show us how to play cricket.  

Written by Woody, Jackson and Immy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              



   

 

   

 

Peregrine Class Year 5 and 6 

Last Friday we visited Slow Grown Farm. It was a very 

interesting day. We saw the dairy herd who were all 

pregnant and some of them had given birth. The 

calves were very cute. Katie and Brett spoke to us 

about their holistic and environmental farming 

methods. We learnt that at Slow Grown Farm the 

calves stay with their Mums and are weaned naturally. They live outside all year. 

This means the cows and calves are happy and have a good life in their natural 

environment. All the milk is used to make cheese. It was interesting visiting the 

milking parlour and seeing the different sections. The calves are able to go 

to the milking parlour with their Mums.  We saw 21 saddle-back piglets, 

They were very funny and followed us making lots of noise. The pigs live 

in the woodland and are also allowed to be free and happy until they go 

to the abattoir. Edith was lucky enough to name one of the calves, 

Buttercup! Thank you Katie and Brett for such a thought provoking visit. 

Thank you so much to Angie (Evie’s Mum) for coming with us. 
 

On Thursday we visited Tangmere Aviation Museum as part of our 

World War 2 project. It was really enjoyable. We spent time discussing 

the Battle of Britain and the pilots who were based at Tangmere during 

the war. We rang the actual bell to muster the pilots and learnt they 

had three minutes to get to their plane and take off. Only about 50% of 

the pilots ever returned after each mission. Winston Churchill 

remembered their sacrifice with the words,  Never in the field of 

human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few.  There 

were so many amazing planes. Particularly Spitfires and Hurricanes. 

We saw the fastest   flying plane in the world called the Mach 2, it is 

the only one in the world. We were able to sit in the cockpit of one of 

the planes and use the flight simulator to determine our flying skills. 

We were in five groups and our task was to research a person from 

WW2 using artefacts from the museum. At the end of the day we 

dressed up and acted out our stories of bravery. Thank you Jason and Tangmere Team for such a great day. 

Thank you to Laura (Jack and George’s Mum) and Hazel (Charlie’s Mum) for coming with us on the trip. 
 

On Monday there was a cricket afternoon run by Keira and Tom 

from Petworth Cricket Club. We had fun playing mini games to 

develop our cricket skills. Thank you so much for the training. 

We have spent this week creating our own River Books. We are 

including facts, poetry, illustrations and games and are going to 

share our books with year 3/4 after half-term. 

Today Year 6 have received their Leavers Hoodies. They are very 

excited to be wearing them at school. A huge thank you to 

Serena (Rosie’s Mum) for organising this. 
 

Happy Half-Term 

                                                              
 



   

 

   

 

JUNGLE RUMBLE PERFORM WORKSHOP  

AT GRAFFHAM THIS WEEK. 

 

 

 

 

LEGO CLUB  

This was the last session this week for the Summer term, we hope Amy will be back for more Lego club creations 

in September! 

They were all delighted to know that could build whatever they wanted!  

Edith built a people carrier van, Stella a lovely forest scene with horses, Jack and Noah a secret mountain cave 

filled with gems and treasure, George and Ben and scene from Star Wars, Giovanni and Henry built a lava tower 

and river and Maud and Amelia built items for our Lego Drop! 

          

 

 

 

CHICKEN DUTY @ GRAFFHAM 

Felix absolutely loved looking after Mavis and Buttercup 
over the weekend.  

They laid 2 eggs which we used to make delicious 
pancakes.  

 

The most fun part was feeding them sweetcorn in the 
evening. They chased Felix round and round the 

playground trying to get the corn! 

 

THANK YOU TO THE RISSIK FAMILIY FOR VOLUNTEERING 
LAST WEEK FOR US. 

 

If any other families would like a turn, then please email the 

Graffham school office.   

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

FGD News  
Hi everyone  

The last two weeks have seen both schools receive new 
playground equipment, which has been bought with your 
fundraising donations. A huge THANK YOU to everyone 
who supports FGD.   

This morning, Graffham children saw their new ride on 
bikes, sandpit toys and balancing blocks, which going by  
how excited they were to use this morning, will bring lots 
of extra fun at playtime.   

With it being Half Term next week, if this gives you any 
opportunity to clear through any old clothes, we will be 
collecting for Bags of Support on the 5th June. By doi ng 
this clothes get either recycled or sent to those in need in 
Uganda. We also receive money into our fundraising pot 
for the weight of bags we send. Anything you can give 
helps everyone involved.  

Thanks again and have a fun Bank Holiday weekend and 
Hal f Term!  

FGD Team  

 

 
 

Cake & Guinea Pig Raffle  

 

Thank you to our FGD Chair, Amy Dean for bringing in these 
chocolate fairy cakes for Graffham  today.  
 
Todayõs lucky cake raffle winner was Ethel (Yr2) & William M 
(Yr1) won a weekend with the school Guinea Pigs  ð A BIG 
well done to you both!  

 

      

 

At Duncton  we had a triple cake raffle !!  
 WIGGLES  made an appearance and  was brought in by Liliana  
Agafitei ,  Maisie Robinson and her Mum Lisa also brought in a 
chocolate cake and cupcakes today enabling more chances of 
winning and to celebrate  half  term .   
Our 3 lucky winners today were  

• Wiggles ð Alf ie and Rosie  
• Chocolate Cake ð PJ  and Jac kson 
• Cupcakes - Noah S  

We hope you all enjoy the cakes  

 



   

 

   

 

     

  



   

 

   

 

          

      



   

 

   

 

 

    


